
From My Heart  
 
I wish I had started exploring the 
information on the Harvest America 
Crusade earlier so we could have made it a 
great church outreach event.  I did not, so I 
hope you can use it some way to bring 
others under the sound of the gospel. 
 
Many of us remember anticipating watching a Billy Graham 
Crusade telecast on television.  The crusade was in a major 
city and broadcast nationwide.  The Harvest America 
Crusade is very similar. 
 
With the aid of modern technology we can record it and 
view it at any time and we are not limited to just television.  
Figure out what will be best for you and watch the telecast, 
pray for the crusade, and get the message in the hearing/
viewing of the unsaved.  You will find how to do that in 
another part of this newsletter. 
 
Vacation Bible School is upon us.  Pray for the week.  VBS 
is so important as we saw on May 20, when we witnessed 
the public profession of faith of one who asked Jesus to be 
her Savior a few years ago in our VBS. 
 
Call on me if I can be of help to you. 
 
Glad to be your pastor, 
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Silver Springs Baptist Church 
9938 Lebanon Road, Mt. Juliet, TN 37122    615-758-7853 

Email:  silversprings@tds.net      www.silverspringsbaptist.com 

Sharing God’s Word.  Showing God’s Love. 
Russ Stephens, Pastor 

John Shouse, Youth Pastor 
Phillip Brunner, Worship Pastor 

Beverly Birdsong, Church/Financial Secretary 

 
 
 
 

New Building Fund Given (thru 12-31-17) .............................. $634,411.16 
New Building Fund Given since January ....................................... $405.00 
Total Given ............................................................................. $634,816.16 
 

New Building Fund balance as of April 30, 2018 ............... $626,558.94 
(This total includes deduction for expenses and additions from interest earned.) 

 
 
 
 

Through May 20, 2018 (20 weeks) 
Budget Goal ........................................................................... $128,682.00 
Budget Given ......................................................................... $124,471.25 
Difference .................................................................................. ($4,210.75) 
Budget Expenses (thru 4-30-18) ............................................ $114,557.94 
 
 

Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes 
Given:  $1,162.00 

Given in 2017:  $1,157.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tennessee Baptist Adult Homes 
Father's Day Offering 

2018 Goal — $475,000 
Sponsored by the Tennessee Baptist Mission Board, the "Father's 
Day Offering for Tennessee Baptist Adult Homes" provides 
additional funds to assist in caring for senior adults and adults with 
exceptional needs.  This offering undergirds the entire ministry of 
Tennessee Baptist Adult Homes in order to provide affordable care 
and services for residents including assisting those with limited 
financial resources.  Like the children’s home offering, we do not 
set a goal.  In 2017, we gave $500.00. 

Sympathy 
Our sincere Christian sympathy is extended to Betty Taylor 
in the death of her uncle. 

Welcome New Member 
PROFESSION OF FAITH THROUGH BAPTISM 

Stella Collins 

Operation:Backpack Collection 
(Women’s Ministry) 

Begins June 24 
Items Needed: 

Ticonderoga pencils 12 count box colored pencils 
glue sticks cap erasers 
24 count box crayons 



Kenny & Allison 

 
 
Another semester in the books and summer is here!  Congratulations 
to our graduates, Erin Etheridge and Caroline Walker!  Be sure to 
congratulate them when you see them. 
 

Also for those unable to attend the Secret Church simulcast, there is 
good news.  We were given an opportunity to view a past Secret 
Church session, complete with study guides.  So be on the lookout for 
that to be scheduled soon. 

Young Adult Ministry 

 
 

This is the final healthy tension in worship that we will look at together 
in this series of articles.  If you’ve missed the first eight “tensions,” 
please email Beverly in the church office for copies. 
 

Healthy Tension #9:  Event and Everyday.  I’m not sure how much 
light I can shed on this tension, as Pastor Russ spoke so clearly about 
worship this past Sunday (May 20).  I appreciate his teaching so 
much!  But I’ll try to add something to the conversation. 
 

Do you ever say things like: 
 “Worship was good/bad today?” 
 “Who’s leading worship this morning?” 
 “Worship was too short/long this morning?” 
And what you really mean by “worship” is “the music portion of our 
weekly gatherings?” 
 

Do you know that none of the Greek words translated “worship” in the 
New Testament mean “singing?”  And most of the Hebrew words 
translated “worship” in the Old Testament refer to gestures, attitudes, 
and actions in worship, which can all happen with or without singing? 
 

Romans 12:1 is probably the most famous scripture quoted in 
discussions where “worship” is meant to be understood as something 
we do “each and every day of our lives.”  And that verse has nothing 
to do with singing or music.  God does not need us to walk around all 
day, every day, worshipping Him by singing. 
 

So what is “every day, all day worship?”  It’s doing everything we need 
to do, have to do, and are supposed to do, to draw attention to God - 
to glorify God.  Bob Kauflin says this:  “Biblically speaking, there’s no 
sacred/secular distinction in our lives.  Every moment is an opportunity 
to worship God.  Church buildings aren’t sacred, and living rooms 
aren’t secular; both are places where God can be worshipped in spirit 
and truth.” 
 

In fact, the first song we sing each week in worship is often labeled as 
the “call to worship.”  More rightly labeled, it should be the “call to 
continue worshipping.”  Harold Best says, “There can only be one call 
to worship (in a person’s life), and this comes at conversion…”  Can I 
get an “Amen!?” 
 

But clearly, God’s people gather all throughout the Bible to “worship” 
Him.  Why is this necessary if we are already worshipping all day, 
every day?  Again Bob Kauflin points out these benefits, much like 
Pastor Russ: 
1.  “We need the encouragement and support” from God and His 

people. 
2.  “God receives greater glory.” 
3.  “We receive the teaching and care of God’s pastor-shepherds.” 
4.  “We’re reminded that we’ve been drawn apart from the world and 

drawn together to God.” 
 

One final thought from Mr. Kauflin: 
No public gathering can substitute for private devotion, which honors 

God.  No public gathering can replace individuals showing the 
love of Christ to others and proclaiming his truth in their 
schools, workplaces, and neighborhoods.  Without those 
accompanying private actions, public worship will eventually 
drift toward shallowness and hypocrisy. 
 Blessings, 

 Pastor Phillip 

For Your Information 
From the Church Constitution and By-Laws 

When there is not a pastor: 
By-Laws:  Article "2" Church Officers.  Deacons:  Section 1 (5):  
The deacons shall serve as a general pulpit committee in case of 
absence or inability of the pastor, subject to advice from and 
conference with him, they will provide for pulpit supplies in any period 
when the church is without a pastor, unless the church shall otherwise 
provide, the church will arrange the temporary ministry and take 
counsel with reference to securing a pastor.  It is not intended in any 
wise to prejudice herein the method by which the church shall proceed 
in securing a pastor. 
 

Formation of a Pastor Search Committee  
(Pulpit Committee): 

By-Laws:  Article "2" Church Officers.  Pastor:  A pastor shall be 
chosen and called by the church whenever a vacancy occurs.  His 
election shall take place at a meeting called for that purpose, of which 
at least one week's public notice shall be given.  A pulpit committee 
shall be appointed by the church to seek out a suitable pastor, and 
their recommendation will constitute a nomination, though any member 
has the privilege of making other nominations.  The committee shall 
bring to the consideration of the church only one man at a time.  
Election shall be by ballot, an affirmative vote of 3/4 of those present 
being necessary to a choice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vacation Bible School 
June 4-8  9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

4 years through grade 6 
For more information go to www.silverspringsbaptist.com, 
choose kids, then choose vbs. 
 

For early registration, email Allison Pierce at 
allison.pierce2782@gmail.com or call the church office at 615-
758-7853. 
 

Below is what we need to know to register your child: 

 Child’s name 

 Parent’s name 

 Parent’s phone number 

 Parent’s email address 

 Address 

 Names of siblings 

 Allergies 

 The church you attend in the community. 
 

Gathering Together for Worship 

Known 2018 Graduates 
Aspen Lewis Alex Birdsong 
Mt. Juliet Christian Academy Marshall University 
 

Luke Pishotta Chris Birdsong 
Wilson Central High School WGU Tennessee 
 

Jack Sturgeon Erin Etheridge 
McClain Christian Academy Union University 
 

 Caroline Walker 
 Milligan College 

 



Note of Thanks 

SSBC People in the News  
 

Jennifer Medlin was pictured in the paper along with fellow employees 
announcing the grand opening of Wilson Bank & Trust’s Clemons-
Richerson Operations Center 

 
 
 
I truly appreciate all the prayers, cards, & words of encouragement I 
have received during my surgery and rehabilitation period.  Thank you 
for caring for me. Marylee Kennedy 

 
Dear Bro. Stephens, 4-29-18 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to share God's word the congregation at 
Silver Springs.  The people were very generous and loving.  It was 
great to see Ashley, and new faces as well.  Bro. Shouse and Bro. 
Brunner were fantastic to worship with.  You all are fortunate to have 
men and staff who love Christ and people so sincerely! 
 

Thank you for the generous gift.  Mostly, thank you for your prayers and 
concern for my family and I. 
 Blessings to you and your family, 
 David Taft 

 
I enjoyed being with your church today (4-29-18).  Thanks for the 
opportunity. Gary Rickman 

 
 

 
 
 4-7 9:00 a.m. WCBA Children’s Day Camp, Victory Baptist Church 

 4-8 9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School 

10 6:00 p.m. Harvest America Crusade, AT&T Stadium, Arlington, 

Texas 

  6:45 p.m. Regular Monthly Business Meeting 

11-13  Southern Baptist Convention 

11-14 9:00 a.m. WCBA Children’s Day Camp, Barton’s Creek Baptist 

Church 

11-15  TBMB Journey Children’s Camp, Linden Valley 

15 10:00 a.m. Silver Springers' Road Trip-Wilson County Veterans 

Museum Tour 

  11:00 a.m. Silver Springers' Road Trip-Lunch, Sunset Restaurant 

17  Father’s Day 

18-22  TBMB Journey Children’s Camp, Linden Valley 

24  Begin Operation:Backpack Collection 

 
 
 
 

April 
Sunday School .......................... 97 Undesignated ........... $34,431.18 
Morning Worship ..................... 126 Building Fund .................. $75.00 
Evening Worship ....................... 42 AAEO ......................... $1,470.00 
Wednesday Evening ............... N/A TBCH .............................. $50.00 
  Men’s Ministry ................. $20.00 
  Joy Center ..................... $170.00 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
 8:45 a.m. Sunday School 

 10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 

 6:00 p.m. Evening Praise Service 

  Kingdom Movers Children’s Ministry 

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 
 6:30 p.m. Adult Discipleship Training 

  Nursery:  birth-2 yrs. 

  Mission Friends:  3 yrs.-K 

  Children in Action (co-ed missions 

program grades 1-5) 

  Youth Fuel Worship Service 

  Special Friends Class 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our 
Church 
Schedule 

 
 
 

In our last two newsletters, we have discussed inviting others to church and discovering the truth of God’s word.  In 
this final installment, we will look at how to connect ourselves and others to a Sunday School class.  Reports show 
that prospects who establish friendships with several church members are far more likely to remain active in the 
church.  So how can we help guests connect to our established members?  Here are some ideas: 

 Greet guests - This should be done with genuine enthusiasm; going to church should not be like going to the doctor’s office! 

 Name tags - When a guest is present, wear name tags so that you can call the guest by name.  They can also call you by 

name to make them more comfortable. 

 Connect through prayer - Prayer not only connects us with God, but also connects us with each other. 

 Connect through fellowships - Fellowship is a spiritual discipline that must be planned.  There is not enough time to get to 

know each other on a deeper level during Sunday School time.  Fellowships can be scheduled as often as, you as a class 
desire.  If you feel led, volunteer to be in charge of one of the fellowships! 

 Connect with absentees - Members are absent for various reasons.  Reach out to them by a card, call, text, or personally 

visit.  You never know when someone is going through a crisis or simply needs a reminder that they are important!  We should 
not take inactive members off of our rosters.  We should see them as prospects who we need to seek out. 

 

Our church will be going through many changes in the months to follow.  It is important to remain focused on The Great 
Commission which states that we spread the teaching of Jesus Christ to all the nations of the world.  What a better place to start 
than right here in our own community?  Invite someone to church.  Help them discover the truth of the Bible.  Connect them to a 
class where they can grow in their faith.  Do these things purposefully, intentionally, and strategically. 

 Eric & Katrina 

Sunday School 



Southern Baptist Convention 
June 11-13 

From Arlington, Texas 
Go to www.sbc.net for schedule.  To watch the SBC live, 
go to www.sbc.net and follow the prompts.  You may 
watch it at your convenience by going to the archives. 
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Silver Springers' Road Trip 
Friday, June 15 

Wilson County Veterans Museum Tour  10:00 a.m. 

Lunch  Sunset Restaurant  11:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Chuck Wagon Gang In Concert 
Friday Night, June 29  6:30 pm. 

Shop Springs Baptist Church 
You are encouraged to attend and enjoy a night of listening to 
some great old time Gospel music!  For more information, you 
may call 615-218-3108.  A love offering will be taken at the 
concert and the group's promotional CDs/DVDs/Books will also be 
available for purchase. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Local Contact:  Mark Stephens 
 

Harvest America Crusade 
June 10  6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 

(Record the event and come to our Evening Praise Service.) 

AT&T Stadium, Arlington, Texas 
 
 
 

Greg Laurie, preacher 
Pastor:  Harvest Chapel, 
Riverside, CA 
 
 

“Greg Laurie is not only a personal 
friend, but is one of the great 
communicators of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ in our generation.  I highly 
recommend him.” The late Dr. Billy 
Graham 
 
Musicians:  (Some musicians may be performing during the 
non-televised pre-crusade concert.) 

 

 
Chris Tomlin 

 
 
 
 

Switchfoot 
 
 
 

Crowder 
 
 
 

Phil Wickman 
 
 

How to Watch: 
 Television - Check your local listings.  Last year it was 

televised on TBN. 
 Mobile Device - The Harvest Greg Laurie app for iOS, 

Android, and Windows will feature a link to stream the 
broadcast. 

 Web Browser - Use a computer or devices with a web 
browser connected to the internet to access the live video 
feed provided to hosts. 

 

Potential options: 
 For people who are watching the simulcast individually 

and not hosting, Harvest America will be streamed on 
Facebook live and Harvest websites. 

 Invite Non-Christians for dinner or something else you can 
do with them.  Be up front with them that you would like 
for them to watch a Christian Crusade from the Dallas, 
Texas area. 

 Pray for the event and the week long outreach events 
prior to the crusade. 

 

https://www.harvest.org/watch-and-listen/mobile-apps-and-channels?__hstc=232948225.80e766e85df4ffa8256d6efd30039d49.1527184216052.1527184216052.1527184216052.1&__hssc=232948225.11.1527184216053&__hsfp=985756793

